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Town of Orono 
Council Committee Meeting 

 
Thursday, February 18, 2016 

Immediately following the Special Council Meeting (until 7:30 p.m.) 
Council Chamber – Municipal Building 

 
Minutes 

 
1. Roll Call 
 
Present:  Council Chairman Cindy Mehnert, Geoff Gordon, Sam Kunz, Judy Sullivan, Mark 
Haggerty, Town Manager Sophie Wilson and Planner Evan Richert.   
 
Community Development 
 
2. Proposed Land Use Amendments  
 
Mr. Richert presented the Committee with the proposed “first tier” amendment to the Land Use 
Ordinance as recommended by the Comp Plan.  He stated that the Town has 24 months to bring 
the ordinances into consistency with the Comp Plan.  He commented that the “first tier” 
amendments are relatively non-controversial and the draft language is 90% complete.  He noted, 
if Council is in agreement with the amendments, they should be referred to the Planning Board 
for their review. 
 

 Amendment concerning Light Pole Signs 
 
The Committee reviewed the ordinance amendments for light pole signs and urban plaza.  Ms. 
Wilson noted that the criteria for light pole signs can be regulated, but government cannot 
regulate speech (what is put on the signs).  Mr. Richert reviewed the amendment’s narrow 
application of use for the light pole signs. 
 
The Committee unanimously agreed to refer the Amendment concerning Light Pole Signs 
to the Planning Board for its review and recommendation back to the Committee.   
 

 Amendment concerning Home Occupations 
 
Mr. Richert presented the three different kinds of home occupations:  Home Office (no 
customers); Home Workshop (creating items); and Home Business (which involves customers 
visits).  Mr. Richert noted with Home Offices and Home Workshops (as long as the requirements 
are met) all that would be required is to register the business. 
 
Mr. Gordon expressed concerns about potential conflicts between Home Businesses and their 
neighbors in residential areas.  Mr. Richert spoke of the ordinance standards that are in place to 
address conflicts, including Conditional Use Permit requirements. 
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Mr. Richert suggested adding language such as, “If there are complaints and the Code 
Enforcement Officer determines a nuisance exists, a Planning Board review can be required. 
 
The Committee unanimously agreed to refer the Amendment concerning Home 
Occupations to the Planning Board for its review and recommendation back to the 
Committee.   
 
Mr. Gordon stressed that the Town should not have Home Businesses that are incompatible with 
their neighborhoods, which later develop issues that cannot be addressed.  Mr. Richert suggested 
addressing this concern in the nuisance section of the ordinances. 
 

 Amendment concerning Certain Standards for Clustered Development 
 
Mr. Richert presented an amendment that allows for smaller lot sizes for clustered developments.  
He also noted that overhead utilities would be allowed in the F&A district. 
 
The Committee unanimously agreed to refer the Amendment concerning Certain 
Standards for Clustered Development to the Planning Board for its review and 
recommendation back to the Committee.   
 

 Amendment concerning House Guest 
 
Mr. Richert presented language that addressed the definition of a House Guest.  Mr. Richert 
stated that the language will help to put the burden of proof on the tenant. 
 

 The Committee unanimously agreed to refer the Amendment concerning House 
Guest to the Planning Board for its review and recommendation back to the 
Committee.   

 
The following amendments will be taken up at the next Council Workshop, March 17, 2016 at 
6:00 pm: 

 Amendment concerning Accessory Apartments 
 Amendment concerning Travelers’ Accommodations 

 
3. Brief Town Manager’s Update 
 
Ms. Wilson provided a brief update on the following items: 

 February 22, 2016 – No Council Committee meeting. 
 March 1, 2016 – Presentation by PERC. 
 March 7, 2016 – Post-2018 MSW Discussion.  Ms. Wilson will provide Councilors with 

the contracts, Joiner Agreement and background information. 
 
4. Adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Minutes are not verbatim.  A tape-recorded version is available in the Town Office. 
Respectfully submitted, Nancy W. Ward, Administrative Assistant 


