TOWN OF ORONO
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL CHAMBER - MUNICIPAL BUILDING
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2016 AT 5:30 P.M.

MINUTES
1. Roll Call

Present: Council Chair Cindy Mehnert, Mark Haggerty, Sam Kunz, Geoff Gordon, Judy
Sullivan and Town Manager Sophie Wilson. Absent: Tom Spitz and Tom Perry.

2. Unfinished Business

Order 16-33.a  Order, authorizing the Town Manager to execute an agreement with
A&A Orono, Inc. that allows for the public use and Town maintenance
of the parking lot on Mill Street and described as Map 27-12 Lot 20 on
the Town of Orono Maps, which was tabled on 2/8/16.

Moved by Geoff Gordon and seconded by Sam Kunz. All voted in favor, 5-0.

Ms. Wilson noted that the recommended changes to the agreement have been made and are
agreeable to Mr. Aghamoosa. Information requested by Mr. Haggerty (regarding the Mill Street
Parking Lot spaces, estimated capital costs to repair the lot, and area businesses’ property tax
revenues) had been provided to the Council.

Councilors had a discussion about entering into the agreement. Mr. Haggerty and Ms. Sullivan
spoke against the Town entering into the agreement by stating the following points: the Town
has limited funds and should not spend money on a private parking lot, the private sector should
take care of it, and there are other parking lots/spaces available.

Abe Furth spoke in support of the Town entering into the agreement. He noted that he purchased
his property with the expectation of the Town’s long-term lease of the parking lot. He stated that
businesses downtown need the parking lot and help from the Town.

Councilors further discussed the benefits of the Mill Street parking lot agreement: the Village
perception that it is a public parking lot; the benefits to the community and businesses to have
parking downtown; and that closing the lot would have a negative impact.

Ms. Wilson noted that Tom Perry sent an email that he is supportive of the agreement.

3. Adjournment

At 6:07 p.m., Geoff Gordon moved and Sam Kunz seconded to adjourn. All voted in favor, 5-0.

Minutes are not verbatim. A tape-recorded version is available in the Town Office. Respectfully
submitted, Nancy W. Ward, Administrative Assist
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