TOWN OF ORONO
COUNCIL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
THURSDAY, MARCH 28, 2019 AT 6:00 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBER – MUNICIPAL BUILDING
MINUTES
1. Roll Call
Present: Sam Kunz (Community Development Chair), Cindy Mehnert (Council Chair), Laurie
Osher, Cheryl Robertson, Terry Greenier, Town Manager Sophie Wilson, Community
Development Director Dave Milan, Police Chief Josh Ewing and Fire Chief Geoffrey Low.
2. PRESENTATION: Local Regulation of Commercial Use of Plastic Bags and
Polystyrene
A group of UMaine students gave a presentation on the local option of banning polystyrene and
single use plastic bags. (See presentation attached.)
The Committee thanked the students for their information and discussed the impacts of banning
plastic bags and polystyrene on local businesses. Ms. Osher noted there is a bill before the State
Legislature to consider banning polystyrene. Terry Greenier commented that even small changes
are important and spoke of voluntary compliance from businesses.
Business owner Bruce Farnsworth gave an example of the added cost of changing from plastic to
paper straws. He noted the difficulty for some businesses to be able to make the changes.
The Committee suggested the UMaine students research/survey the impacts on Orono
businesses. Ms. Wilson stated she would work with the students and bring back
information later.
3. Local Regulation of Residency for a Certain Classification of Convicted Sex Offenders
Ms. Wilson explained that the State of Maine has pre-empted municipal regulation of sex
offenders, except for allowing a municipality to use its home rule authority to restrict the
residency of those convicted of sexual offenses against minors under the age of 14. This
delegated authority can only restrict residency (not presence) a maximum of 750 feet from real
property of 1) a public or private elementary, middle, or secondary school; 2) municipally owned
or state owned park, athletic field, or recreational facility where children are the primary users;
or 3) municipally or state owned park, athletic field, or recreational facility where children are
the primary users that have been leased to a non-profit (for the same purpose). The Town of
Orono does not currently have an ordinance that restricts residency of sex offenders - and, the
adoption of any ordinance in the future will only apply to those "qualifying individuals" who
seek to move into a "restricted area" after the adoption of the ordinance (as opposed to those
already in residence).
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Staff provided the Committee with a better understanding of State Statute and the limited home
rule authority allowed to municipalities. The Committee reviewed a map that illustrates the 750foot buffer zone. Police Chief Ewing explained the police department’s role in the risk
assessment and the restrictions to enforce.
Ms. Mehnert questioned whether an ordinance would accomplish what was wanted. Mr. Kunz
commented that an ordinance would send a message that we value our children and schools and
we are doing what we can. Ms. Osher suggested doing a community outreach to educate those
most vulnerable in the community.
The Committee agreed to discuss this item at a future Council Workshop. Ms. Wilson
stated she would provide Councilors with ordinances from other communities; check to see
who owns the ball field near the old St. Mary’s Church; and check with the attorney on the
laws.
4. Clarification of the James D. Swett Living Trust Credit Enhancement Agreement
Timeframe
Ms. Wilson explained that the Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD)
reviewed the James D. Swett Living Trust Credit Enhancement Agreement and has determined
that we erred in making the timeframe of the agreement based on April 1, 2014 to April 1, 2024
as this actually spans eleven tax years. The Town Council has a stated local policy goal of 10year terms for CEA’s within the Downtown and Transit Oriented Tax Increment Financing (TIF)
District. Based upon conversation with DECD, staff is requesting the Committee consider
moving an amendment forward to Council that revises the CEA end date of the agreement to
April 1, 2023 to comply with DECD’s request.
The Committee agreed to forward an amendment to Council to correct the James D. Swett
Living Trust Credit Enhancement Agreement timeframe.
5. Brief Town Manager’s Report
Ms. Wilson gave a brief report on the following items:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Drafting an Ordinance for the Cultivation of Medical Marijuana that would be allowed
everywhere except the High Density Residential District and the Village Commercial
District. This item will be discussed at the next Council Workshop, April 22, 2019.
Update on negotiations with 19 Mill Street boundary issue. A public hearing will be
called at the April 8th Council Meeting for the public hearing to be held on May 13th.
Received Notice of Claim – not our community. Ms. Wilson will notify the party.
Orono Paddlers’ Association lease agreement will be on the next Council agenda.
Pump Track community group needs site plan review by Planning Board due the
amount of earthwork. Planning Board needs drainage and erosion control or a reduced
project scope of under 100 cubic yards of material. The group has been made aware.
The Fiberight operation is on track for June for the commercial operation with full
capacity July 1st.
Mill Street hydrant break and damage to Mill Street with repair costs at approximately
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•
•

$150,000. Staff is working to scope the project repairs and work with the OronoVeazie Water District to address future issues.
Margin Street tax acquired property issue will be on the next Council consent agenda.
Town Clerk invited to participate with Voting Task Force.

Ms. Osher asked about the status of the Main Street bike lanes. Ms. Wilson stated it is in
the Capital Plan to be addressed in two years through the MDOT pedestrian safety
process.
6. Adjourned at 8:09 p.m.
Minutes are summary only. An audio recording of the meeting is available on the Town’s
website at www.orono.org under Agendas and Minutes.
Respectfully submitted,

Nancy W. Ward
Executive Assistant
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