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•  All Town Offices will be CLOSED 
from 11:15 am -1:00 pm on December 
15, 2011 to allow employees to at-
tend the Annual Town Service Awards 
luncheon.  Town Offices will also be 
CLOSED December 26th and January 
2nd and 16th for the holidays.  

DOG             
LICENSES

   Renew by 
January 31st
Maine Law requires that all dogs six 

months of age or older be licensed in the 
municipality where their owners reside.  
Dog licenses for the year 2012 are now 
available at the town office.  All dogs 
must be licensed before January 31, 
2012 to avoid a $15 penalty.  The fee for 
a spayed or neutered dog is $6.00 and 
$11.00 for an unaltered dog.

Nomination papers will be available 
after December 19th at the town office 
for the March 13, 2012 Municipal Elec-
tion.  The deadline for filing papers is on 
or before 4:30 p.m. Friday, January 27, 
2012.   At least 25, but no more than 100 
signatures of Orono voters are required 
to have a name placed on the ballot. 

There are three 3-year terms avail-
able on Town Council and two 3-year 
terms available on the Orono RSU#26 
Board.  

Councilors whose terms will expire 
are Lianne Harris, Thomas Perry and 
Judith Sullivan. The Orono RSU#26 
members whose terms will expire are 
Alison Mitchell and Frances Mary 
Neubauer.  

MUNICIPAL ELECTION 
NOMINATION 

PAPERS AVAILABLE

Page

Public Works will begin 
picking up holiday trees 

curbside on Tuesday, January 
3rd and continue collecting them 

through Friday, January 20th, 2012.  
Please leave your trees out during this 
time period and the Public Works crew 
will circulate around town picking them 
up during their regular working hours.

HOLIDAY TREE
PICKUP

Many of our loyal Orono Observer 
readers are not aware that the Town of 
Orono recently unveiled a new website 
at www.orono.org.  On this new and 
improved site you can read about break-
ing news, check out regularly scheduled 
events such as trash removal or recy-
cling, learn about what Town Depart-
ments are up to, and view updated maps 
of the Town, among other things.

Another exciting and important devel-
opment on our website is that the Orono 
Observer can now be read entirely on-
line.  If you have misplaced your copy of 
the Observer, or would like a convenient 
way to read or re-read an article, just log 
on to www.orono.org and click News & 
Events.  And, don’t forget to check out 
all of the other news and information 
about Orono while you are there!

READ ALL ABOUT IT!  
ORONO OBSERVER 

NOW ON-LINE! TOWN OFFICE NEWS

The Schoodic International Sculpture 
Symposium is a cultural event that 
brings together artists, municipalities, 
and businesses throughout Maine for the 
purpose of creating public art in the form 
of sculptures.  Artists are selected from 
all over the world to come to this state, 
where they design and fashion sculp-
tures from Maine stone.  The sculptures 
are then placed at public sites for the 
enjoyment of all residents and visitors.   
Symposium events are free and open to 
the public, and the resultant art works 
beautify their surroundings, as well as 
(continued on page 10)

2012 SCHOODIC 
INTERNATIONAL 

SCULPTURE SYMPOSIUM
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The Orono Health Association is the sponsor of a Dental 
Program for students K through 12 in RSU#26.

Free cleaning is available through Dr. Farren for those that 
meet the financial criteria.  Financial assistance for dental 
care (cleaning, fillings and extractions) is available for those 
who qualify.

For an application, please contact the Orono Health Associa-
tion at 866-4648 or pick up a form at the Birch Street School 
on Wednesdays from 9:00 am until 4:30 pm, or Saturdays 
from 10:00 am until 3:00 pm.  Also, you may get a form from 
Karen Martin, the Orono School Nurse.

HELP WITH DENTAL CARE 
FOR CHILDREN

2ND-HALF PROPERTY TAxES 
DUE FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH

The second half of property  taxes will be due on Friday,  
February 10, 2012 for the fiscal year July 1, 2011 through 
June 30, 2012.  

Please mark your calendars.  The interest rate on unpaid 
taxes is 7%.

  The Church of Universal Fellowship  
…worshiping God in the Christian tradition as an ecumenical faith community since 1941 

82 Main Street,  Orono 
 

  The Reverend Lorna Grenfel l  
 

 ~ SUNDAY WORSHIP ~ 

                    10:15 am   Morning Worship with Sunday School and Nursery Care 
 

~ CHRISTMAS CONCERTS ~ 

Mount View Chamber Singers:  Tues., November 29, 7:00 pm  

Euphony (Orono based Chamber Choir):  Sat., December 10, 7:30 pm 

Christmas “Open Rehearsal”: CUF Hand Bell Choir:  Tues., December 13, 7:00 pm 
 

~ CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP ~ 

   4:00 pm  A Children’s Christmas Eve Service 
Do you want to be a Wise Man? An angel?  A shepherd?  This is a creative and 

participatory presentation of the nativity story!  Come and join the fun!   Refreshments!   

   7:00 pm Traditional Candlelight Lessons and Carols 
           Welcome home!  Come to church! 
  

866-3655     cuf82@myfairpoint.net    churchofuniversalfellowship.org 
 

Our church welcomes persons of every age, background, circumstance, ethnicity, family configuration, 
gender identity, and sexual orientation.  We believe that diversity enriches our faith community and that 
each of us has the   right and responsibility to support one another as we search for the divine by living, 
learning, and growing.                    An Open & Affirming Congregation 
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ORONO PARKS & RECREATION NEWS

Office is located at 8 Bennoch Road, the Tredwell Building, call 866-5065 for information.

Community House   
Activities

19 Bennoch Road

Mondays:
Preschool Playgroup, 9:00-11:00 am,
   Up to 5 years old.  Drop in, no fee.

Tuesdays:
Mary Drew School of Dance :
   K-1st  grade,  3:30-4:30 pm
   Grades 2-3, 4:30-5:30 pm
Aerobics, 6:00-7:00 pm
Orono Community Theater rehearsals

Wednesdays:
Downeast School of Fencing, 4:00-
9:00 pm

Thursdays:
Mary Drew School of Dance:  
   Preschool Ballet, 3:00-3:30 pm
   Ballet, 4-6 graders 3:30-4:30 pm; 
   Advanced Ballet, 4:30-5:30 pm
Aerobics, 6:00-7:00 pm
Zumba, 7:15-8:15 pm

Fridays:
Available for rental – book your next 
birthday party, anniversary or dance.

Saturdays (Each Month):
2nd Saturday - Contra Dance 7-10pm
3rd Saturday -  Dadgad Coffeehouse, 
7-11pm

For your convenience, After-Hour 
Registrations and Payments can 
be accepted by using the drop box 
in front of the Recreation Office, or 
online through the new website at 
www.oronorec.com. Registrations 
can be accepted in person anytime 
between 8:30 am - 4:00 pm, Monday 
- Friday at the Parks and Recreation 
Office, Tredwell Building, 8 Bennoch 
Road.  For more information, call 
866-5065.   

PARKS & RECREATION 
WINTER PROGRAMS

Holiday Events:
Tuesday, December 13th - Preschoolers’ Tea With 

Santa - 10:00 am at the Keith Anderson Community 
House  This is a chance for preschoolers up to age 5 to visit 

with Santa, receive a small gift, snack on some of Santa’s famous 
cookies and sip some fruit punch.  RSVP at 866-5065 or online at 

www.orono.rec.com.  Space is limited, pre-registration is required.

Monday, December 19th  - “Gingerbread House Con-
struction Day” 3:30-4:30 pm in the Keith Anderson Community 
House. This memorable event is designed for children in grades 
K-5 and allows each child an opportunity to construct their very 
own Gingerbread House filled with candy canes, graham crack-
ers and plenty of Holiday spirit!  RSVP to the Parks and Recreation Office at 
866-5065 or the Public Library at 866-5060.  Pre-registration is required for the 
“Construction Planning Board’s” preparation.

PRESCHOOL 
PLAYGROUP 

Mondays from 9:00-11:00 am at the 
Keith Anderson Community House for 
children up to age 5. Parents or guardian 
must be present with child(ren).  There is 
no fee.  It’s a great time for your child to 
play and socialize, plus you have a chance 
to meet other parents.

BLACK BEAR GLIDERS 
CLUB CROSS COUNTRY 

SKIING
Starting Friday, Janu-

ary 6th through March 
2nd under the direction 

of Cid Dyjak. This Club meets on 
Fridays at 3:30 pm until dark, behind 
Orono High School at the ice rink.  
Learn how to classic ski or skate ski 
- get out and enjoy the Maine winter!  
Ages 5 and up.  The cost is $30/skier 
or $50 per family (up to 5).  Register 
at www.oronorec.com.

 LEARN TO SKI/
SNOWBOARD
Meets Mondays and 

Wednesdays, 3:00-6:30 
pm, January 23, 25, 30 
and February 1.  For children in grades 
2-6  with little to no skiing skills. In-
cludes ski/snowboard equipment and 
bus transportation to and from Hermon 
Mountain.  Rental Equipment Form 
available at the Parks & Recreation 
Office.  Learn to ski fee: $80 - Learn to 
Snowboard fee: $95.  

MEn’S OPEn GyM     
BASKETBALL 

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7–8:30 
pm at the Veazie Community School.  
No fee.

The Orono Parks and Recreation 
Department is in need of volunteers 
interested in making ice and groom-
ing throughout the winter season at the 
Town’s Outdoor Skating Rink.  

Contact Wes Nelson at the Rec Office 
at 866-5065 or email wes@orono.org.

ICE MAKING AND   
TRAIL GROOMING

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

OTHER CLASSES 
Watercolor for kids, Ballet with Mary 

Drew School of Dance, Chef on Demand 
classes.  To find out about these classes 
and more go to www.oronorec.com.
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ORONO PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS 

The Orono Public Library serves all ages.  For more information, call us at 866-5060 or visit us on the web at www.orono.
lib.me.us.  Or, better yet, come to the library for a full view of our services.

YOUTH PROGRAMS

ADULT PROGRAMS

For more information, or to sign up for 
a program, call Louise at 866-5060 or 
email her at ljolliffe@orono.lib.me.us.  

Every Thursday ~ 10:15am: Infant 
Story time, ages birth to 2 years and 
their parents.   11:00am: Toddler Story 
time, ages 2 to 4 years and their parents.  
Join us for stories, songs and finger 
plays!

Teen Game Afternoons.   Meet your 
friends for some laptop-free time!  Ev-
ery Thursday, from 3ish to 4ish, enjoy 
snacks while playing board games.  No 
need to sign up, just show up.  Let us 
know you’d like to play games and we’ll 
get you set up!

Teen Movie night at the Library!  
For 6th grade and up.  December 15th, 
January 12th, February 9th; 5-7pm.  
Pizza and popcorn will be served.  

Teen Mysteries.  Dates and times to 
be announced.  Let Louise know that 
you are interested.  

Thursday ~ December 22nd, January 
26th, February 23rd ~ Pajama Story 
Time.  All ages welcome.  Climb into 
your pajamas and join us for some cozy 
stories to get you ready for a warm and 
comfy sleep.  6pm.

Tuesday ~ December 20th, January 
31st, February 28th  ~ MeSBA Club.  
For Grades 4 and up – read and discuss 
books from the Maine Student Book 
Award list.  Come for pizza, fun discus-
sions and games.  Please call to reserve 
your slice of pizza:  866-5060.  5:30-
6:30pm.

Guys Read Too!  A book 
group for boys, grades 4-7 

and dads or mentors.  Pre-
registration required:  866-

5060.  Three more meeting dates:  
January 18th, March 7th and May 2nd.  
Meetings take place at the Senior Center, 
6-7:30 pm.

Kindred Spirits.  A book 
group for girls, grades 4-7 
and their moms or mentors.  
Pre-registration required:  866-5060.  
Three more meeting dates:  December 
7th, February 15th and April 4th.  Meet-
ings take place at the Senior Center, 
6-7:30 pm.

Special Saturdays with RSU 26 
Adult and Community Education.  
December 3rd, 10:30am, Hula Hooping, 
Asa Adams Gym.  January 7th, Frog-
town Mountain Puppeteers, 10:30am, 

Keith Anderson Community House.  
February 4th event to be announced.  
Free programs for families!  

Gingerbread  Houses   
Monday, December 19th, 
stories at 3:30, gingerbread 
house construction at 4pm, 
Keith Anderson Community 
House.  Orono Parks & Recreation and 
the Library unite again to bring you an 
afternoon of creating your own gin-
gerbread house.  Pre-register online at 
www.oronorec.com.  This event is rec-
ommended for grades K - 5.  We supply 
the candy and the clean-up! 

Holiday Pajama Story 
Time.  Thursday, December 
22nd, 6pm.  Stories read by 
Mark and music performed 
by Miss Julie in honor of 
the holiday season.  Wear your pajamas, 
enjoy some hot chocolate and candy 
canes!  Treats supplied by the Friends of 
the Library.  Families welcome!

Maine Discovery Museum Pass.  We 
give out one pass each day, allowing up 
to four people in your family or group 
free admission to the museum.  Call us 
to reserve a pass.

NEW! E-Books to borrow and 
Download!  The library currently 
owns four e-book readers: an Amazon 
Kindle; two Barnes and Noble Nooks; 
and a Sony Reader.  These devices have 
pre-selected titles that OPL patrons can 
enjoy.  Check one out to read one of our 
pre-downloaded e-books or to explore 
how these devices work. 

•  Coming in December: a  Barnes and 
Noble Nook Color will be available for 
children of all ages. 

•  With your own E-Reader you can 
download titles for free by visiting our 

web site: www.orono.lib.me.us  and 
following the Online Resources link to 
the Maine Infonet Download Library.  
Please feel free to call or visit the library 
for assistance.

Evening workshop on Maine Infonet 
Downloadables:

Library Staff will present an evening 
workshop on Tuesday, January 31 @6pm 
that will take participants step-by-step 
through the download process. Bring 
your own device to learn the specifics on 
how to use this free resource. Please call 
to reserve a seat by calling 866-5060.

Wednesday Wonders: a Monthly 
Gathering for Seniors.

The Old Town Public Library and the 
Orono Public Library recently received 
a Rose and Samuel Rudman Library 
Trust grant to support their “Tuesday 
Forum” and “Wednesday Wonders” 
programs for seniors.  The programs 
began in October and will continue 
with a series of seven more sessions 
built around topics of interest.  Grant 
monies will be used for guest speaker 
honorariums, and to purchase additional 
materials, pertinent to the monthly top-
ics, for each library collection.
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The Annual Family Valentine dance 
will be held on Friday, February 10th 
at the Keith  Anderson Community 
House from 6:00-8:00 pm.  The dance 
is for children in grades 1-5 and an 
adult date.  Bring a special aunt, 
uncle, grandfather, grandmother or 
even mom or dad.  Enjoy the sounds 
of a DJ, food and fun.  Tickets: $15 
per couple.

 The public Skating Rink, behind 
Orono High School,  is open (condi-
tions permitting) for skating and the Asa 
Adams Hill is available for a perfect 
family afternoon of outdoor  sledding.  
Volunteers are needed to help make 
ice: late evenings, cold temperatures - 
what better working conditions!  Call 
866-5065.

If you own cross-country skis, use 
the new trails behind the football field 
while the others skate or sled.  (Adults, 
if you would like to open up the warm-
ing hut, contact the Recreation Office to 
sign out a key for the weekend).        

The program for December at the 
Orono Public Library will be held on 
Wednesday, Dec. 28 at 12:30pm featur-
ing Steve McKay, Meteorologist for 
Channel 2.  

Steve will talk about how he comes 
up with a forecast, and share what sym-
bols on a weather map stand for, so that 
participants can read a weather map for 
themselves, and therefore....figure out 
what weather conditions will likely be 
for the next day.  

There will be plenty of time for ques-
tions and light refreshments will be 
served. To reserve a seat please contact 
the library at 866-5060.

SPECIAL PROGRAM
METEOROLOGIST 

STEVE MCKAY

Orono Thrift Shop
Located in the 

Birch Street Community Building
Sponsored by 

the Orono Health Association

Hours Open:  
9:00 AM-4:00 PM, Wednesdays
10:00 AM-3:00 PM, Saturdays

Take Pine St. off Main St... 2nd right off Pine (Birch St.)

ANNUAL   
FAMILY  

VALENTINE 
DANCE

ICE SKATING,  
SLEDDING 

AND 
CROSS COUNTRY 

SKIING

Exciting Offerings in Orono! 

1162 Union Street  Bangor 

Margaret Campbell  
REALTOR®, ABR,  AHS, SRES, MBA 

 
207-356-7010 — 207-942-6711 x121 

mcampbell@tcreal.com 

28 Stacy Lane 
On 16 acres with 495' of waterfront along the 
dramatic Penobscot River, this 4-BR, 2.5-bath 
stately house offers privacy, woodland trails, 
sweeping fields and waterfront views.  
#1009866  $439,000. 

Stacy Lane (Parcel B) 
16 acres of rolling fields and wooded areas 
with 540’ on the Penobscot River; incredible 
views; trails for walking or cross country 
skiing; two natural landings for canoes or 
kayaks; septic design and soil test.  
#1010102  $159,000. 

Shadbush Lane, off Forest Ave 
5 lots offering a simpler life where you can walk 
on sidewalks to town or on trails in abutting 
conservation land. Town water and sewer. 
Enjoy the University's amenities. Lots range 
from 0.5 acre to 4.75 acres with prices from 
$32,000 to $80,000. 

SEEKING VOLUNTEER 
COMPUTER MENTORS
The Orono Public library will be 

coordinating computer tutoring with 

volunteers from the community.  If 
you have some time to spare and would 
like to help a novice computer user: get 
on-line, set up e-mail, and generally 
get “Computer-savvy”, please contact 
the library at 866-5060.  We’ll match 
you with a computer novice as well 
as coordinate schedules and use of the 
library computers.
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT NEWS

WEBSTER
POINT
live the view

Scenic riverfront condominiums 
are coming to Orono. 

Set at the water’s edge where the Stillwater and Penobscot 
Rivers meet, Webster Point is offering two bedroom, two 
bathroom condos with luxurious amenities and sweeping 
river views. Live the view and take advantage of this unique 
and exclusive opportunity! Choose your condo today with a 
$500 non-binding reservation.

To learn more about the project, view condo/floor plans, and 
to obtain a non-binding reservation visit the Webster Point 
website or call Pauline Rock at 207.852.7625. Prices range 
from $179,900 to $299,900.

Dawson Bradford Co., Realtors
417 Main Street, Bangor, ME 04401 • 207.947.6788

Pauline Rock, Associate Broker • 207.852.7625 • pauline@therockteam.com

Start your dream today. 
websterpointorono.com

Close to the University of Maine Campus and Orono Village!

NexxLinx, an outsourcing and market-
ing services firm, is expanding its Orono 
operations in the Maine Technology 
Park to meet rising demand from the 
cable & media, electronic gaming, and 
hospitality markets.

The Atlanta-based company will add 
200 jobs by the end of the year, on top of 
100 jobs added since last spring when it 
acquired Microdyne, which had been in 
Orono since 2002.  Craig Mento, CEO, 
credited “the positive business environ-
ment and infrastructure” in Orono as key 
to the decision to expand here.

According to NexxLinx, its repre-
sentatives in Orono provide customer 
service and technical support via phone 
calls, Web chats and e-mail. The com-
pany is actively looking for people who 
are computer literate with good com-
munication skills.  The company says 

NExxLINx ADDING 
200 JOBS IN ORONO

that over half of NexxLinx managers 
and supervisors started out as represen-
tatives.

The NexxLinx facility is owned by the 
Orono Economic Development Corp., 
which, in addition to securing a long-
term lease with NexxLinx, is in the pro-
cess of planning for the build-out of the 
Technology Park.  Other businesses in 
the park include the Target Technology 
Center, Bank of America, Black Bear 
Inn, and Sensor R&D, among others.  

The clean-up of the Webster Mill 
“brownfield” is expected to be com-
pleted by mid-December.  Gary Pomeroy 
Logging, Inc., the contractor awarded the 
bid for the clean-up, is tackling two large 
areas of clean-up: the riverbanks along 
the Penobscot and Stillwater, where 
materials (such as coal and furnace slag) 
had been deposited over many years 

WEBSTER MILL CLEAN-
UP NEARLY COMPLETE

of industrial use of the site, and areas 
around the former mill building where 
materials containing heavy metals had 
been stored or deposited.

All asbestos-containing materials 
have been removed from the site.  
Across the site where there was evi-
dence of heavy metals above threshold 
levels, the contaminated soils are being 
capped.  On the riverbanks, the capping 
involves rip-rap on much of the slopes.  
Elsewhere, the capping involves layers 
of gravel and clean soil.

Meanwhile, Webster Point, LLC, 
has removed the mill structure and is 
hoping to break ground in Spring 2012 
on a 24-unit residential condominium.  
Eight of the units will be priced to be 
affordable to households in the median 
income range for the region. 

If there are questions about the brown-
field clean-up, please contact Evan 
Richert, Town Planner, 866-5051 or 
evanr@orono.org.



7Orono Observer

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
REMINDERS

Your hometown insurance team since 1956

Call us for a price comparison today

207.866.5716   •   50 Main Street • Orono, ME  04473
www.DawsonInsuranceMe.com

Join us (search Dawson Insurance Maine)      

Remember to keep the areas around all 
exit doors clear of snow and ice.  A fire 
could block your way to the door you 
normally use.  If the other exit door has 
snow and ice built up in front of it, you 
may not be able to escape through it.

Removing snow from your roof may 
prevent structural damage caused by the 
extra weight and will also help prevent 
ice dams.

OROnO SAyS “GOODByE” TO 
MARIA WEINBERGER

Maria Weinberger has announced that 
she will be leaving the Town of Orono at 
the end of the year to join her husband, 
Steve Weinberger, who recently ac-
cepted a position with the State of Con-
necticut Board of Regents for Higher 
Education.  

Since April 2007, Maria has worked 
as Orono’s Assistant Town Manager 
bringing her enthusiasm, energy, and 
professional skills to the team.   A year 
ago, she did a phenomenal job when she 
was called upon to step into the role as 
Acting Town Manager during the five 
month period when the Council was 
recruiting a new Town Manager after 
Cathy Conlow’s departure.  Along with 
her dynamic personality and flair for 
community event planning, Maria’s 
considerable skills in the area of human 
resources and personnel management 
have been fundamental in developing a 
critical resource for the Town.   Coun-

cilors, staff, and members of the com-
munity will greatly miss her dedication, 
willingness to lend a hand, enthusiasm 
for finding creative solutions, and desire 
to make Orono a better place to live and 
work.

  Thanks Maria for all that you have 
done for our community... you will be 
greatly missed!

Remember to check any chimney used 
for solid fuel burning or appliances for 
the buildup of creosote and soot at least 
once a month during the heating season. 
The build up of soot and/or creosote will 
interfere with the efficient operation 
of your appliances at best, or lead to a 
chimney fire at worst.  

If you have any questions about your 
chimney or solid fuel heat appliance, 
call Henry Vaughan at the Orono Fire 
Station, 866-4000.

FREE TAx HELP
Professor Steve Colburn and account-

ing students from the University of 
Maine Business School will again offer 
free federal and state income tax as-
sistance at the Orono Public Library on 
Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon, from 
February 2nd - April 12th (except March 
1st & 8th). Please make an appointment 
by calling 581-1982, and bring all your 
tax information for 2011 to your ap-
pointment.  Professor Colburn reviews 
all tax returns before they are filed.



8 Orono Observer

A sincere thank you goes out to ev-
eryone who was involved in the 18th 
Annual Senior Citizens Thanksgiving 
Dinner held on November 17, 2011 at 
the American Legion Post 84.  

Approximately two hundred senior 
citizens received Thanksgiving meals 
that day, with approximately 120 dinners 
delivered directly to seniors’ homes by 
the Orono Police Department.  

Town employees from every depart-
ment including Town Councilors pre-
pared and distributed food and drinks to 
approximately 80 Seniors who enjoyed 
their meals at the American Legion.  

Dinner music was provided by Orono 
resident Allison Applebee at the key-
board and Dirigo Pines provided shuttle 
rides to Seniors.  Response to the festivi-
ties was overwhelmingly positive!

We are especially appreciative of Fire 
Chief Buddy Webb, who coordinated the 
event this year, along with Joe Madigan, 
Assistant Chief Operator at the Waste-
water Treatment Plant.  

We would like to recognize the local 
organizations and businesses that make 
all of this possible with their continued 
support, which includes:  American 
Legion Post 84, Bear Brew Pub, Bell’s 
IGA, Dirigo Pines, K-C Management, 
Kiwanis, Pat’s Pizza, The Roost, Verve, 
and Woodman’s Bar & Grill.

The Town is genuinely grateful for 
and proud of all the hard work that has 
allowed this dinner to be held for 18 
consecutive years.  We hope that each 
and every one of you had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving, and extend our continued 
good wishes for a safe and peaceful 
holiday season!

18TH ANNUAL SENIOR CITIzENS 
THANKSGIVING DINNER

MAINE RESIDENTS 
PROPERTY TAx & RENT 

REFUND PROGRAMS 
The Maine Residents Property Tax 

and Rent Refund “Circuit Breaker” 
Program is accepting applications for 
refunds of property tax assessed in 2010 
or rent paid during 2010. 

If you applied for the program last 
year, you should have received an ap-
plication form from the State of Maine.  
If you are filing for the first time or did 
not receive an application form, they 
are available online at www.maine.gov/
revenue or by calling 1-207-624-7894 
(leave your name and mailing address), 
or by writing to:  Maine Revenue Ser-
vices, 24 State House Station, Augusta, 
ME  04333-0024.  

Applications must be filed to the 
Maine Revenue Service by May 31, 
2012. 

Join us in the village to celebrate the holiday season!

~December 4th from 4:00-6:30pm~

Enjoy the storefront window decorations crafted by 
Orono High School art students & vote for your favorite!

4-6:30pm - Buy Raffle Tickets for the chance to win your favorite 
holiday baskets* or gift certificates

4:30-5pm - Orono High School Carolers

5-5:15pm - Santa arrives and lights the tree at the old Katahdin site, Main St 

5:15pm - Santa marches with children to Judy’s Workshop on Mill St 

5:30-6:30pm - Roaming Carolers downtown – hot chocolate/cookies 
Warm up by the fire and roast marshmallows outside Rose Bike Shop

6:30 - Drawings for Holiday Baskets and Gift Certificates 

Take a chance to win a 
gift basket from the 

following shops, open 
late for the occasion ...

Fire Sign *
Fiberphilia *

Rose Bike Shop *
Metropolitan Soul*
Degrasse Jewelers*

The Store-Ampersand*
Judy’s Scrappin’ & Stampin’*

Bring in your receipt from a 
downtown business and get 
25% off your entire check 
at The Bear Brew!! (including 

alcohol)

Orono Winter Festival and Tree Lighting
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POLICE DEPARTMENT NEWS

Please contact Nancy Ward at 866-2556 to reserve space for your ad in the 
Mar/Apr/May 2012 Orono Observer Spring Issue.  

Ads are $90.00 per quarter page (3 3/4” by 4 3/4”) with other sizes available, 
and must be submitted as camera ready (pdf files preferred).  

ADVERTISE IN THE OrOnO ObServer

The Orono Police Department strives 
to provide education, as well as en-
forcement, in order to help keep our 
community safe.  Some of the programs 
we have conducted recently include the 
following:

-  A bike safety program during Orono 
Festival Day in which children were 
given instruction in safe bike operation, 
rules of the road, and guided through 
a riding course to help improve their 
skills.  A safety check was also per-
formed by Rose Bike Shop.

-  Members from 2 sororities attended 
an OUI/Impaired Driving course devel-
oped by officers.  Instruction included 
information on the effects of alcohol, 
the risks and penalties of operating un-
der the influence, as well as a practical 
demonstration involving field sobriety 
tests, and a driving course while wear-
ing goggles that mimic the effects of 
alcohol.

-  An officer participated in the annual 
Senior Safety Appreciation Day, along 
with other law enforcement agencies.  
This event is part of an on-going effort 
by local law enforcement to help educate 
seniors and their caregivers about safety, 
resources, fraud, and other issues that can 
negatively affect the lives and well-being 
of our seniors.

We offer additional classes on a variety 
of subjects that relate to law enforcement 
and public safety.  (Some examples of 
classes are:  Women’s self-defense, 
School/workplace violence, Leadership/
Ethics, and Alcohol/Drug education).   

For further information, or to request a 
class, contact Capt. Josh Ewing at 866-
4000, or email jewing@orono.org.

Community Contacts
(Recycling Schedule on pages 11 & 12)

GARBAGE PICKUP is always 
moved one day later on major holidays.  
The upcoming holidays that will be af-
fected are Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
New Year’s.  RECYCLING is picked 
up every other week on Thursday or 
Friday.  

During the winter season, the recy-
cling pickup schedule may be altered 
due to snow storms. If there is a major 
snow storm, Public Works will  first 
remove snow, then pick up recycling. 
If your recycling does not get picked 
up, please save it for the next regular 
pickup date. 

GARBAGE AND 
RECYCLING  SCHEDULE
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ORONO ADULT & COMMUNITY  
EDUCATION - WINTER/SPRING TERM 

Italian Regional Cooking 
Ballroom Dancing

Digital Photography
Beginning Woodworking

Sign Language
CNA Training

Water Color Painting
Hula Hooping for Fun

Tai Chi for Health
Yoga for Relaxation

Introduction to Zumba
Kung Fu for Exercise & Self-Defense

Beginning Guitar Lessons
Fly Fishing

Mommy & Me Sign Language
GED Preparation

High School Diploma Courses
CPR / First Aid

For a complete listing of courses or to find out about the 
nearly 400 online distance learning classes that we have 
available, contact us at 866-4119 or at: www.riversidersu.
org/adulted. Most classes start in late January or in early 
February.

2012 SCHOODIC 
SYMPOSIUM IN ORONO

serve as a permanent part of a state-wide 
Sculpture Trail.

The University of Maine has recently 
joined with the Schoodic International 
Sculpture Symposium to hold this artist 
in residency program here at the Univer-
sity’s Steam Plant Lot from July through 
August 2012.  The two groups have also 
partnered with surrounding municipali-
ties and businesses, each of which will 
receive a sculpture created during the 
summer’s event.  We are particularly 
excited to welcome the Symposium to 

Sustainable Orono is 
planning a community 
garden for 2012.  

If you are interested in having a plot in 
the garden or would like more informa-
tion, please email sustainable_orono@
hotmail.com.

COMMUNITY 
GARDEN

If you’ve been around Town lately, 
you may have noticed that a trail of blue 
Bear paw prints has mysteriously ap-
peared, leading from the Orono Village 
to the University of Maine.  You may 
also be wondering how and when such 
a large Bear made its way through the 
Town, over the Stillwater Bridge, and 
onto the University Campus without 
anyone seeing it; and, question where 
the Bear might have stepped into the 
“UMaine Blue” paint before setting off 
on its paw-print making journey.

These questions have occurred to us 
here at the Town Offices as well, so 
we’ve done a little investigating.  We 
spoke with an Orono Village business 
owner, who shared with us that a small 
but dedicated group of UMaine students 
could have assisted the Bear to leave 
blue paw prints all over the Village 
and the University Campus as a part of 

Homecoming Weekend activities.  If 
you have the opportunity, look for the 
paw prints and follow the trail to visit 
the many shops, restaurants and other 
businesses in the Orono Village.  And, 
while you are there, keep your eyes 
open for a large Bear with blue paint 
on its paws!

the Town of Orono, and are currently 
forming a Citizens Committee to support 
this project through planning, fund rais-
ing, and a variety of activities leading up 
to and during the event.  Please call the 
Town Office at 866-2556 if you wish to 
learn more about this wonderful oppor-
tunity or if you would like to serve as a 
member of the Citizens Committee.

Be sure to check future Observers 
for more information and updates as 
we prepare to host the 2012 Schoodic 
International Sculpture Symposium!

(continued from front page)

MYSTERY TRACKS 
IN ORONO



 11Orono Observer

Due to low demand and our continued 
effort to limit spending, the Town of 
Orono Landfill will have limited hours 
of operation during the months of De-
cember, 2011 through March, 2012. The 
Landfill will be open to permit holders 
on Saturdays from 8:00 AM to 4:00 
PM on the following dates:

December 3rd, 17th

January 7th, 21st

February 4th, 18th 
March 3rd, 17th 

The landfill will also be available 
to permit holders on Wednesdays by 
appointment only at no additional 
charge.  Appointments can be made by 
contacting Rob Yerxa or Ken Beylerian 
Monday through Friday between the 
hours of 7:00 AM and 3:30 PM at 866-
5062.  Appointments will be taken at the 
discretion of the Public Works Depart-
ment contingent on staffing levels and 
weather considerations.

Beginning March 28, 2012, the landfill 
will return to the standard hours of oper-
ation — every Wednesday and Saturday 
from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  As always, 
the landfill is available to be opened on 
unscheduled days, by appointment only, 
for an additional charge. 

Please feel free to contact Rob Yerxa, 
Director of Public Works, at 866-5062 
with any issues or concerns regarding 
this change of operating policy.

NEW WINTER HOURS AT LANDFILL

The Town of Orono has a “parking 
ban” from November 1st to April 15th.  
Motor vehicles must be parked in off-
street locations between 12 midnight 
and 8:00 am.

     During a major snow storm, the 
Public Works Department has to plow 
the streets in the daytime. Vehicles 
in residential areas are required to be 

parked off the street at these times to aid 
in snow removal.

 If owners of motor vehicles do not 
comply, they can be fined from $10 to 
$100 each day or vehicles can be towed. 
Help the snow plow crews by keeping 
vehicles parked off-street overnight and 
during storms.

WINTER PARKING BAN

Recycling is picked up curbside for certain items. 
Place materials out by 7:00 a.m. on the date that 
coincides with your trash pickup.  Items must be 
separated.  Check the website  for details at: http://
www.orono.org/recycle.html or pick up a flyer at the 
Town Office.
Recycling dates for Thursday or Friday pickups:

2011:  

Holidays (observed by Pine Tree Waste) that will 
delay trash pickup by one day:   New Years, Memo-
rial Day, 4th of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving, and 
Christmas.

Recycling Dates for 2011-12

Dec           1, 2   15, 16    29, 30   
2012:  Jan              12, 13     26, 27

Feb                9, 10     23, 24 
Mar                8,   9     22, 23
Apr             5,  6     19, 20
May             3,  4     17, 18   31
June       1   14, 15     28, 29 
July          12, 13     26, 27
Aug               9, 10      23, 24
Sept               6,  7      20, 21
Oct                 4,  5     18, 19
Nov    1, 2   15, 16      29, 30
Dec             13, 14      27, 28

ORONO HEALTH           
ASSOCIATION 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
The Orono Health Association needs 

volunteers to drive people to medical 
appointments. If you would be willing 
to assist, please call Nancy Pare, Office 
Manager at 866-4648 or leave a message 
and she will get back to you. Thank you 
very much.
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Town Office:                     866-2556
     8:30 AM to 4:30 PM

     Monday-Friday

Public Works:                   866-5062
7:00 AM to 3:30 PM

Monday-Friday

Recreation: 866-5065
8:00 AM to 4:30 PM

Monday-Friday

Library: 866-5060
Sun. & Mon.  -  Closed

Tues. & Thurs. - 10 AM - 7 PM
Wed. & Fri. - 10 AM - 5 PM

Sat. -    9 AM -1 PM 

Disposal Area (Landfill):
            new Winter dates - Page 11

 (Obtain permits from Town Office)

Curbside Recycling dates:        
December   1, 2,   15, 16,   29, 30

 January             12, 13,   26, 27   
February              9,  10,   23, 24   

♦   Are you a resident of the State of 
Maine?

♦   Will you have owned a home in 
the State of Maine for at least the 
past 12 months prior to 
April 1, 2012?

♦   And, do you declare 
your home in Orono 
as your permanent 
place of residency?

      If you answered yes to all of these 
questions, you may be entitled to a  
reduction in the assessed value of your 
home, regardless of your income.

    If you are a veteran, at least age 
62 or 100% disabled  a resident of 
Orono and served during a feder-
ally recognized war period, you may 
qualify for a $6,000 reduction in the 
assessed value of your property.  Wid-
ows of veterans may also qualify for 
a reduction. 

  
 

     If you believe that you may 
qualify for either a veteran or 
homestead exemption, you 

must apply by April 1, 2012 in 
order to receive the exemption(s)  on 
your September 2012 tax bill. Check 
your current tax bill to see if you are 
receiving these exemptions.  If you 
are, there is no need to reapply.  If you 
are not, you may obtain applications 
at the Town Office. 

HOMESTEAD
ExEMPTION

is for everyone if...
you answer yes

VETERAN ExEMPTION 

you must apply by 
April 1, 2012


