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Town Offices will be CLOSED for the 
Annual Employee Recognition Program 
and Luncheon from 11 am-1:30 pm on 
December 17, 2015.  

Ma ine  Law re -
quires that all dogs 

six months of age or older be licensed 
in the municipality where their owners 
reside within two weeks of ownership.  
Dog licenses for the year 2016 are now 
available at the town office.  To avoid 
the additional mandatory late fee of 
$25.00, dogs must be registered ot the 
Town Office by Friday, January 29, 
2016.  The fee for a spayed or neutered 
dog is $6.00 and $11.00 for an unaltered 
dog and residents should bring a copy 
of a recent rabies certificate.

MUNICIPAL ELECTION 
NOMINATION 

PAPERS AVAILABLEPublic Works will be 
picking up holiday trees 

curbside for two weeks, be-
ginning Monday, January 4th through 
Friday, January 15th.  

Please leave your trees out during this 
time period and the Public Works crew 
will circulate around town picking them 
up during their regular working hours.

HOLIDAY TREE
PICKUP

TOWN OFFICE NEWS

2ND-HALF PROPERTY 
TAXES DUE FRIDAY, 

FEBRUARY 12TH
The second half of property  taxes will 

be due on Friday,  February 12, 2016 for 
the fiscal year July 1, 2015 through June 
30, 2016.  Please mark your calendars.  
The interest rate on unpaid taxes is 7%.  
Interest begins on February 13, 2016.

2016 DOG LICENSES 
ARE AVAILABLE

Renewal due 
by December 31st 

annually

Nomination papers will be available 
after December 14th at the town office 
for the March 8, 2016 Municipal Elec-
tion.  The deadline for filing papers is on 
or before 4:30 p.m. Friday, January 22, 
2016.   At least 25, but no more than 100, 
signatures of Orono voters are required 
to have a name placed on the ballot. For 
questions on the nomination process or 
for general Election questions, please 
contact Town Clerk/Registrar, Shelly 
Crosby at 866-2556.

There are two 3-year terms available 
on Town Council and one 3-year term 
available on the Orono RSU#26 Board.  

UPDATED 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

ADOPTED
The Town Council unanimously ad-

opted the updated Orono Comprehen-
sive Plan at its November 9th meeting.  

The updated plan was two years in 
the making under the guidance of the 
Comprehensive Plan Committee.  The 
Committee, chaired by Phil Ruck, met 
25 times, held five well attended public 
forums and a public hearing.  The Town 
Council then reviewed and edited the 
plan and sought additional public com-
ment on the final version.
(continued on page 9)

TOWN’S EMAIL LIST
If you would like to receive email 

notices of Town Council Meetings, 
Planning Board Meetings and special 
events and information, you can sign up 
by emailing info@orono.org.

 Your name and email address will be 
added to our MailChimp list serve and 
information will be sent out weekly.  
General information about the town can 
also be found on our website at www.
orono.org. Remember to Like us on 
Facebook.
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Schedule

4:30pm  Gather at UCU 

5:00pm  Carol to the University Inn 

5:15pm  Tree Lighting – University Inn 
Santa at University Inn 
Renaissance Singers  
Parade “Lights Up” – Mill Street 

5:30pm  “Float Around Mill Street” – 
Stationary Parade of Lights Begins  

7:30pm    Fireworks 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: 
www.oronodowntown.com 

 

UNIVERSITY OF MAINE  
150TH COMMEMORATIVE COIN 

As part of “Light Up the Night”, The Town of Orono, 
Orono Village Association and the University of 
Maine have created a limited number of 150th 

Anniversary Commemorative Coins. These coins will 
also be used to receive discounts from Orono 

Businesses during the month of December. For more 
information on how to purchase your coin or for a list 

of participating Businesses please visit: 
www.oronodowntown.com 

or contact the Town Office at 866‐2556 

Join Us
   Monday, December 7th

www.downtownorono.com
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ORONO PARKS & RECREATION NEWS

Recreation Office located at the Town Office, 59 Main Street, 866-2556, ext. 2 
Visit www.oronorec.com for more programs, activities and information.

Contact Nancy Ward 
at 866-2556, ext. 8 to re-
serve space for your ad in 
the Mar/Apr/May 2016 
Orono Observer Spring 
Issue.  Ads are $90.00 
per quarter page (3 3/4” 
by 4 3/4”) with other siz-
es and prices available, 
and must be submitted 
as camera ready (pdf files 
required).  

ADVERTISE
IN THE ORONO

 OBSERVER
 

121 Mill Street 
Orono, ME 04473

(207) 866-1140                            www.cotatechnologies.com  
info@cotatechnologies.com 

“Your Technology Repair Center”

Sales – Service – Installation  
Electronics / Electro-mechanical 
Personal / Commercial / Medical / Ind. 

Mon – Sat    9a.m. – 6 p.m. 

10% off 
with this ad, 
any day. 
See store 
for details. 

Tablets / Computers 
Game systems / New & used equipment 

Consumer electronics / Service plans

U. Maine Students: receive 10% off, on purchases and 
repairs all year long! 

   Orono Community Theatre presents 
   

THE MIRACLE WORKER 
by William Gibson 
 

  JANUARY 15, 16, 21, 22 & 23 AT 7PM 
 

      JANUARY 17 AND 24 AT 2PM 
 
CYRUS PAVILION THEATRE, UMAINE 
 

          $12 Adults/$6 Students   
 

 SPONSORED BY ORONO-OLD TOWN KIWANIS 

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO DO 
OR HAVE A PROGRAM IDEA?

For information on Parks and Recreation Programming, 
please visit us at:  www.oronorec.com or contact us at 866-
2556, ext. 2 or mstone@orono.org.

This Winter/Spring, we will again be offering a number of 
different programs during the after school hours. They will 
vary in length and number of days a week. Below is a list of 
some of the programs that will be offered:

UMaine Rec Sports
Garden Club

Karate
Orono Public Library Programs
Star Walk Stables – Riding Club

Cross Country Ski Program
Franco-American – French Program

Mary Drew School of Dance

Go to www.oronorec.com for more information and to 
register.

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMMING 

FARMERS’ MARKET 
WINTER SCHEDULE

The Winter Farmers’ Market is held in the Pine Street park-
ing lot in downtown Orono from 9:00 am to noon.  

Winter Schedule: Every Saturday in December.  January 
through April it is held on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the 
month. 

The Town of Orono seeks residents interested in serving on 
the Board of Appeals and the Board of Assessment Review.   

An application form is available at the Town Office or on 
the website at www.orono.org under “Council & Commit-
tees/Town Committees, Application Form”.  Please consider 
volunteering to serve on one of these boards.  Your input 
makes a difference!   

For more  information on what is involved in serving on 
a board or committee, stop by the Town Office or email 
info@orono.org. 

HELP WANTED
BOARDS/COMMITTEES 
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ORONO LIBRARY NEWS CORNER

Visit us on the website at library.orono.org, call us at 866-5060 or stop by 39 Pine Street.   

Cookie Swap - December 17, 5:30-
6:00 p.m. –   Coffee, tea and hot choco-
late served while you mingle, sample 
and choose your goodies . Bring 3 
dozen (+ a few more for sampling) and 
go home with 3 dozen assorted cookies 
you choose during our swap.  Stop by 
the library to select a recipe from one of 
our cookbooks at the circulation desk. 
We’ll make copies of all recipes avail-
able for participants

Holiday Party – Dec. 5, 2:00-4:00 
p.m. - Gingerbread houses, Santa, 
smiles and music at the library!  This 
year Parks & Recreation, FOPL, and 
Adult Education join us to celebrate 
the coming of the holidays for children.

Meet ME @ the Library - A pro-
gram of Maine people, places and Ideas. 
1:00 p.m. 1st Wednesday of the month:

• 	 Dec. 2 - Walking The Way 
- Two women share their ad-

ventures along the 800 km long 
Camino de Santiago 

•	 Jan. 6 - Kathy Lena presents her 
Photos of Maine

•	 Feb. 3 - Foe to Friends- First 
person account of when the Ger-
man POWs helped the Houlton, 
Maine potato farmers during 
WWII.

Wired Wednesday - 1:00 p.m. 2nd 
Wednesday of the month - Technology 
related programs:

•	 Dec. 9 - Technology Petting Zoo 
- Test drive and compare tablets 
and e-Readers in time for the 
holidays @ The Store Ampersand 
from 8-9 a.m. Devices will be 
available for hands on use all that 
week at the library.

•	 Jan.  13 - Windows 10 training 
with the Town of Orono’s IT, Avi 

Rude. Gain insight and helpful 
hints to using your Windows 10 
laptop and computer. 

•	 Feb. 10 - New Years’ Resolu-
tion - Take back control of your 
money/budget/financing with 
United People’s Bank manager 
Jaclyn Silk.  

We Want You at the Opera! Thurs-
days @ 5:30pm  - Discussions of up-
coming Live from the Met Operas at the 
Collins Center for the Arts:

•	 Dec. 3 – Lulu
•	 Jan 14 – Les Pecheurs de Perles
•	 Feb 4 - Turandot

NEW! Foreign Film Series – month-
ly series beginning Thursday, Jan 21 
@6:30 pm.  Visit our website for titles.
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  The Church of Universal Fellowship  
…worshiping God in the Christian tradition since 1941 

as an ecumenical faith community 
82 Main Street, Orono 

  The Reverend Lorna Grenfel l  
 

 ~  SUNDAY WORSHIP  ~ 
               10:15 am   Worship with Sunday School, Youth Group and Nursery Care 
 

~  HOLIDAY CONCERT  ~ 
       Mount View Chamber Singers:  Tuesday, December 15 at 7:00 pm 

      Candlelight and carols in the round by Mount View High School! 
 

~  CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP  ~  
          4:00 pm    A Children’s Christmas Eve 
Do you want to be a wise man? An angel?  A shepherd?  Come help the children retell the 

ancient story.  This is a creative and participatory presentation of the nativity. 
Come and join the fun!   Refreshments! 

               

7:00 pm    Traditional Candlelight Lessons and Carols 
Welcome home!  Come join YOUR community as “God imparts to human hearts…” 

 

866-3655          cuf82@myfairpoint.net         churchofuniversalfellowship.org 
 

Our church welcomes persons of every age, background, circumstance, ethnicity, family configuration, gender 
identity, and sexual orientation.  We believe that diversity enriches our faith community and that each of us has 
the right and responsibility to support one another as we search for the divine by living, learning, and growing.                    
An Open & Affirming Congregation 
 
 
 

ORONO ADULT & 
COMMUNITY EDUCATION

WINTER 2016 
PROGRAMS

High School Diploma/
HiSET Preparation

English as a Second Language
Adult Basic Literacy Tutoring

Family Literacy Programs
Personal Enrichment Classes

One-Day Bus Trips
Health & Fitness Courses

Vocational Trainings
Distance Learning Courses

Online Health Occupations Trainings

To view our complete catalog visit:
www.riversideadultedpartnership.com

Please call 866-4119 
for more information about our program.

For youth programs this winter - such 
as Infant and Toddler Story Times, 
Chickadee Club, 3rd Grade Reading 
Club, MSBA, Special Family Literacy 
Saturdays with Adult Ed., Pajama Story 
Time, and NEW! Silent Sidekicks, a 
reading program with therapy dog Kota 
- please check our website for dates and 
times. http://library.orono.org.

Beginning in late January, the Uni-
versity of Maine College of Business 
students will offer free tax help at 
the Orono Public Library through 
the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) program.   

After the new year, call the library 
at 866-5060 for more information.

YOUTH PROGRAMS 
AT THE LIBRARY

FREE TAX HELP

BE A HERO!
The Orono Health Association’s 

volunteer network gives rides to 
medical appointments for people who 
cannot drive.

They cannot fill all the requests be-
cause we don’t have enough drivers.  
Can you help? Just one ride a month 
would  make you a hero!

Call Linda at 866-4648 to get con-
nected. Thank you!

Orono Thrift Shop
Located in the Birch Street 

Senior Center Building
Sponsored by the 

Orono Health Association

Hours Open:  
9:00 AM-4:00 PM, Weds.
9:00 AM-2:00 PM, Sats.

At Main St, take Pine St. 
2nd right to Birch St.
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DOWNTOWN PUBLIC 
PARKING

Free downtown public parking is 
available (except from 2:00am - 6:00 
am) every day in the municipal lots lo-
cated behind the public safety building, 
on Pine Street, on Bennoch Road and  
on Birch Street. (No overnight parking 
is allowed.  Vehicles will be towed.)

Overnight parking is available by 
permit in the muncipal lot behind the 
public safety building by calling the 
Police Department at 866-4000.

ucu.maine.edu | 800.696.8628
Prepare • Progress • Achieve® 
UNIVERSITY CREDIT UNION

Federally insured by NCUA 

Remember
me?

Warm up to a low Auto Loan rate!
New, Used
and ReFi!

rates as low as0.99%APR*

Open Saturdays!

Become a
member today!

15 Main St. Orono

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates effective 10/01/2015 and subject to change without notice. 
Interest rates apply to loans secured by titled, non-commercial passenger vehicles, both NEW and 
USED, up to 7 model years old. Includes Autos, Motorcycles, Light Duty Trucks and Motor Homes. 
Rate available for loans with an LTV up to 80%. Auto loans that fall under the expanded approv-
al program will receive rates from 4.9% to 17.3%, depending on the underwriting criteria for the bor-
rower. Not available for refinancing existing UCU loans. UCU loans are risk-based priced and vary 
based on loan term and credit worthiness. Other terms, conditions and membership eligibility apply.

The Orono Beautification Committee 
would like to announce the winner of its 
First Annual Window Box and Container 
Contest. The University Inn on College 
Avenue in Orono has been presented 
the 2015 Garden Trowel Award. Large 
containers filled with a mix of annuals 
lined the entryway parking lot. Huge, red 
dragon wing begonias were the primary 
focus. Smaller containers filled with a 
variety of tropical plants were displayed 
on either side of the lobby doors and 
window boxes with annuals graced the 
roofed entrance of the building. 

Tracey Whitten, owner of the Univer-
sity Inn and the Black Bear Inn, will dis-
play the plaque in the lobby. The award 
is a perpetual plaque with a mounted 
trowel that will move on to next year’s 
Window Box and Container Contest. 
It’s a symbol that lets everyone know 
that the University Inn “Made Orono 
Beautiful!” Congratulations! 

The Orono Beautification Commit-
tee is a group of Orono residents who 
coordinate, advise and assist in the 
planting, maintenance and protection of 
plant material within Orono including 
trees, shrubs, perennials and seasonal 
plantings. They are dedicated to making 
Orono a greener, more beautiful town. 

Lisa Colburn (left), Chairperson of the 
Orono Beautification Committee, pres-
ents the 2015 Garden Trowel Award to 
Tracey Whitten, owner of the University 
Inn for their winning entry in the Win-
dow Box and Container Contest. 

WINNER OF FIRST ANNUAL WINDOW BOX AND CONTAINER CONTEST
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The Landfill is now open!  During 
the months of December 2015 through 
March 2016, the Town of Orono Landfill 
will have limited hours of operation. 

The Landfill will be open to permit 
holders on Saturdays from 8:00 AM to 
4:00 PM on the following dates:

December      5, 19
January    2, 16, 30
February      13, 27
March          12, 26

 
The landfill will also be available 

to permit holders on Wednesdays by 
appointment only at no additional 
charge.  Appointments can be made by 
contacting Rob Yerxa or Ken Beylerian 
Monday through Friday between the 
hours of 7:00 AM and 3:30 PM at 866-
5062.  Appointments will be taken at the 
discretion of the Public Works Depart-
ment contingent on staffing levels and 
weather considerations.

WINTER SCHEDULE AT LANDFILL

WINTER PARKING 
BAN IN EFFECT

The Town of Orono has a “parking 
ban” from November 1 to April 15.  
Motor vehicles must be parked in off-
street locations between 12 midnight 
and 8:00 am.  During a major snow 
storm, the Public Works Department 
has to plow the streets in the daytime. 
Vehicles in residential areas are required 
to be parked off street at these times to 
aid in snow removal. If owners of motor 
vehicles do not comply, they can be fined 
from $10 to $100 each day or vehicles 
can be towed. 

Beginning April 4, 2015, the landfill 
will return to the standard hours of oper-
ation — every Wednesday and Saturday 
from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  As always, 
the landfill is available to be opened on 
unscheduled days, by appointment only, 
for an additional charge. 

The Town of Orono now accepts 
leaves and brush at the landfill.  Resi-
dents with a FREE permit may haul 
brush and bagged leaves to the landfill 
during regular operating hours. (See the 
winter landfill schedule)  

Obtain your free leaves/brush permit 
at the Town Office during regular busi-
ness hours, Monday-Friday, 8:30am-
4:30pm to take to the landfill.

Materials must be dumped in the 
designated area as directed by Public 
Works staff. No contaminated materials 
will be accepted.  

Contact Public Works Director Rob 
Yerxa at ryerxa@orono.org or call the 
Town Office at 866-2556 with any 
questions.

LEAVES AND BRUSH 
ACCEPTED AT LANDFILL

Call Pauline today for a complimentary market analysis on your home! 

207.852.7625 
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Putting the needs of clients first is the approach I believe in. I’ll work with you 
to find the right financial solutions to help you plan for your unique goals. And 
together, we’ll track your progress over time, adjusting your plan along the way 
to help get you where you want to go.

Your personal financial goals 
deserve a personal approach

JUSTIN R. HARLAN, CRPC®

Private Wealth Advisor 
Chartered Retirement Planning Consultant

Harlan, Kallem, Hackmann & Ostwald 
A financial advisory practice of  
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.

44 Main St • Orono, ME 04473
207.619.0440 • 888.269.1202
justin.r.harlan@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/ 
justin.r.harlan

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC.
© 2015 Ameriprise Financial, Inc.

Justin R. Harlan
Ameriprise Private Wealth Advisor

  

• Wide selection of textbooks & 
course materials

• Largest local supplier of official 
UMaine clothing & gifts 

• Art & academic supplies

• Computer & music accessories

• Plus much more. . . 
drop by the store & browse 

Mon—Thu: 8 a.m.—6 p.m.
Fri: 8 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
207.581.1700

Located in  
the Memorial  

Union at UMaine.

Your Official Campus Store of the UMaine Community

     • Facebook: UMaineBookstore
              • Twitter: @umbookstore
           • Instagram: @umbookstore

The University of Maine is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution.

shop 24/7: umaine.edu/bookstore

Online or web orders through Dec 21, get FREE SHIPPING!

Orono community members are en-
couraged to attend the RSU 26 School 
Board meetings beginning in December 
2015 and ending in May 2016 to stay 
abreast of budget discussions impacting 
the 2016-2017 RSU budget.  

The Annual District Budget Hearing 
is set for May 17, 2016 and the District 
Budget Validation Referendum is set for 
June 14, 2016.  Board meeting dates are 
listed on our website at www.rsu26.org 
under the Central Office menu.

The superintendent is looking for com-
munity members interested in serving 
on an ad hoc team that will focus on 
researching and discussing the pros and 
cons of artificial and natural turf fields as 
part of the ongoing work with the Riot 
Athletic Complex Endeavor (RACE). 

Please contact Joanne Harriman, 
jharriman@rsu26.org, or Lin White, 
white35@roadrunner.com, if you are 
interested in serving on this team.

We need more substitute teachers!! If 
you are interested in becoming a substi-
tute teacher in our schools, please visit 
the RSU 26 Superintendent’s Office and 
fill out an application.

There will be an Orono Middle 
School Drama Production, “The Not 
So Grimm Tales,” on December 4th 
and 5th, 7:00 pm in the OHS Cafeteria, 
donations accepted.

Winter concerts are scheduled: 

Asa C. Adams School - Thursday, 
December 17, 6:30pm – 8:00pm at 
Hauck Auditorium.

Orono Middle School - Tuesday, De-
cember 15, 6:30pm – 7:30pm at Hauck 
Auditorium.

Orono High School - Wednesday, De-
cember 16, 7:00pm – 8:00pm at Hauck 
Auditorium.

RSU#26 NEWS
RSU#26 SCHOOL BOARD 

MEETINGS

MIDDLE SCHOOL
 DRAMA PRODUCTION

WINTER CONCERTS

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS 
WANTED

COMMUNITY MEMBERS 
NEEDED

CODE ENFORCEMENT 
NEWS

As a reminder, permits are required 
whenever wood or pellet stoves are in-
stalled, and afterwards we will inspect 
the installations to verify that they are 
installed correctly.   
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Just a friendly reminder that if you 
are heading out to the Town Office to 
re-register your motor vehicle a few 
items which will speed up your service 
include:  a previous yellow registration 
copy, valid insurance card and the 
recent mileage.  Don’t forget our office 
only handles cash and check transactions 
– so you will need to plan accordingly.

RE-REGISTERING YOUR 
MOTOR VEHICLE SOON?

ARE YOU INTERESTED 
IN WORKING AT THE 

POLLS?
In an effort to increase the call list of 

trained Election staff for the upcoming 
2016 Primary and Presidential Elec-
tions, our office is soliciting all persons 
who have an interest in working during 
the 2016 Election season.  This is a great 
time to get out, see the community in 
action and be connected to democracy!  

Qualifications include being at least 
17 years of age, US Citizen, registered 
voter of Orono and enrolled in one of the 
major parties.  These are paid positions 
and training is included!  

Please call the Town Office, Monday-
Friday at 866-2556 to apply!

The Orono Police Department is 
continually seeking ways to connect 
with, and serve, our community.  If 
you would like an officer to visit your 
organization, group, or event, simply 
call us at 866-4000 or email the Chief of 
Police at jewing@orono.org.  We offer 
educational opportunities (varying in 
length, depending on need) in the fol-
lowing areas:

•	 Women’s Self Defense
•	 Identity Fraud
•	 Internet Safety
•	 OUI/Liquor Laws
•	 Workplace/School Violence 
•	 Police Operations

We can also tailor a program to meet 
a request not listed above.   

POLICE DEPARTMENT
NEWS

The plan can be reviewed and down-
loaded at www.orono.org/planning.  

During coming weeks, the Town 
Council will now turn its attention to 
a final comprehensive plan matter:  
recommendations that it sought from 
the Comprehensive Plan Committee 
concerning the purpose and land uses 
in the Low Density Residential District.  
The Committee’s recommendations also 
can be reviewed and downloaded at the 
same web site.

UPDATED COMP PLAN

HOMESTEAD 
EXEMPTION 

is for everyone if... 
you answer yes to:

•	Are you a resident of the State of 
Maine?

•	Will you have owned a home in the 
State of Maine for at least the past 
12 months prior to April 1, 2016?

•	Do you declare your home in Orono 
as your permanent place of resi-
dency?

If you answered yes to all of these 
questions, you may be entitled to a 
$15,000 reduction in the assessed 
value of your home, regardless of 
your income.  The exemption is be-
ing increased in 2016 from $10,000 
to $15,000.  If you currently receive 
the $10,000 Homestead Exemption, 
you do NOT need to do anything, you 
will automatically receive the $15,000 
exemption.

VETERAN 
EXEMPTION

If you are a veteran, at least age 
62 or 100% disabled,  a resident of 
Orono and served during a federally 
recognized war period, you may 
qualify for a $6,000 reduction in 
the assessed value of your property.  
Widows of veterans may also qualify 
for a reduction. 

If you believe that you may qualify 
for either a veteran or homestead 
exemption, you must apply by 
April 1, 2016 in order to receive the 
exemption(s)  on your September 
2016 tax bill. Check your current tax 
bill to see if you are receiving these 
exemptions.  If you are, there is no 
need to reapply.  If you are not, you 
may obtain applications at the Town 
Office. 

You must apply 
by April 1, 2016

(continued from page 1)

As winter is upon us, the Orono Police 
Department would like to remind people 
of the following information: 

•	 Be aware of black ice and snow 
covered roads.

•	 Make sure you have good tires 
and remember to put on your 
studded snow tires.

•	 Make sure to clean the snow off 
all your windows before driving 
on the roadways.

•	 Do not over drive road condi-
tions. Slow down and pay atten-
tion to your speed.

•	 Be aware of snow plows (you 
may see them, but they may not 
see you).

•	 Pay attention to pedestrian 
traffic and children playing on 
snow banks.

•	 Check your windshield wipers 
and replace if needed.

POLICE DEPARTMENT
ROAD SAFETY

f
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‐ORONO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH‐ 

 
Join us for warm, friendly fellowship at 36 Oak Street! Church begins at 

11:00amwith Sunday school offered for all ages.  Check our website and FB page 
to learn more about the many activities available. 

We look forward to meeting you! 
Website: www.oronoumc.comFacebook: Orono United Methodist 

 

22ND ANNUAL SENIOR CITIZENS 
THANKSGIVING DINNER

The town extends its appreciation to all the employees, 
civic organizations, and local businesses involved in the 
22nd Annual Senior Citizens Thanksgiving Dinner held on 
November 19, 2015 at the Birch Street Senior Citizen Center. 

Over two hundred senior citizens received Thanksgiving 
meals prepared and served by town employees from every 
department, including the Town Council.  Approximately 
65 meals were served at the Birch Street School while the 
Orono Police Department delivered 140 meals. 

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to those who 
make it possible with their donations and support: American 
Legion Post 84; Camden National Bank; University Inn; 
Kiwanis; Pat’s Pizza; The Roost; The Store Ampersand; 
Leadbetters, The Housing Foundation; Circle K; Old St. 
Mary’s Event Center; SBK Consulting; University Credit 
Union; Harvest Moon Deli; University of Maine Catering 
Services and Verve.

The Town is genuinely grateful and proud of all the hard 
work that has allowed this dinner to be held for 22 consecu-
tive years. We hope that each and every one of you had a 
wonderful Thanksgiving and extend our continued good 
wishes for a safe and peaceful holiday season!
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CARDBOARD
Boxboard, paperboard boxes, 
corrugated, and paper bags

PAPER
Newspaper, junk mail, envelopes, 
magazines, soft cover books, file 
folders, any color paper, cartons 
such as milk, egg and juice boxes

PLASTIC
All containers #1-#7, bottles, cups, 
jugs and empty to-go containers

GLASS
Bottles and containers (any color)

METAL 
Aluminum cans, pie plates, trays, foil, 
tin cans, and small steel containers 

Zero-Sort Does Not Accept:
plastic bags, styrofoam, paper towels, 
facial tissue, window glass, mirrors, light 
bulbs, dishes, pyrex, ceramics, recyclables 
containing food waste, oils, hazardous 
materials, needles, syringes, VCR tapes, 
CDs/DVDs, scrap metal, pots, or pans

COLLECTION OCCURS EVERY OTHER WEEK ON YOUR TRASH DAY
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Got a painful skin problem from a 
burn or shingles or warts?  Soon you 
may able to get relief from a lobster 
product – LobsteRx healing cream – de-
veloped by Orono-based startup Lobster 
Unlimited, LLC.

Lobster Unlimited won the first Big 
Gig event of 2015-16, held at University 
Credit Union (UCU) headquarters in 
Downtown Orono, with its pitch for get-
ting the healing cream to market in 2016.  

The company discovered unique bio-
logical properties in lobster hemolymph  
(a fluid in invertebrates such as lobsters) 
that make it “a totally new and highly 
effective healing skin cream.”  The he-
molymph is a throw-away item at lobster 
processing plants and thus the unex-
pected raw material for a value added 
product from Maine’s iconic seafood.

BIG GIG OPENS 4TH SEASON WITH A WINNER
The team of Cathy Billings, Dr. Bob 

Bayer, and Matthew Hodgkins were 
awarded the $250 first prize and quali-
fied for the pitch-off finale in April 2016.  
Two other pitches also impressed the 
judges and audience:

•	 Husson student Philip Frost’s travel 
platform designed to connect tourists 
with local tour guides; and

•	 The Kindness Project partner An-
drea Beaulieu’s pitch for a new program 
aimed at rescuing food and supplies 
“from trash to table.”	

The second Big Gig event is Dec. 9 
at Yama’s Bar & Grill in Old Town; the 
third will be Feb. 10 at Husson Univer-
sity Dyke Family Center; and the finale 
on Apr. 13 at UMaine’s Foster Center for 
Student Innovation.  Go to www.biggig.
org for details, including how to sign up 

to pitch your great idea, or just to attend 
an open, free event that makes you feel 
good about the innovation going on in 
our region.

Big Gig is a partnership of Orono Eco-
nomic Development Corp., University 
of Maine, Old Town Development LLC, 
and Husson University.  It is sponsored 
by OEDC, Eaton Peabody, and Black-
stone Accelerates Growth, with the prize 
money provided by UCU.

Remember to keep the areas around 
all exit doors clear of snow and ice.  A 
fire could block your way to the door 
you normally use.  

Removing snow from your roof may 
prevent structural damage caused by the 
extra weight and will also help prevent 
ice dams.

WINTER SAFETY TIPS



ECRWSS
POSTAL CUSTOMER
ORONO, ME  04473

Nomination Papers
Winter Parking Ban
Dog License Renewal

TOWN OF ORONO
59 Main Street
ORONO, ME 04473-0130

Inside:

 

Town of Orono
Hours of Operation

Orono Observer

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
ORONO, ME

PERMIT NO. 1

Town Office:        866-2556
     8:30 AM to 4:30 PM

     Monday-Friday

Public Works:      866-5062
Mon-Fri 7AM-3:30 PM

Recreation:       866-5065
Monday-Friday

Library:       866-5060
Sunday -  Closed

Tues/Thurs - 10AM - 7PM
Mon/Wed/Fri - 10 AM - 5 PM

Sat -   10 AM -2 PM 

Disposal Area (Landfill):
         See Page 7 for details 

(Obtain permits from  the  
Town Office)

Recycling Schedule:
See page 11.  Magnets will be 
mailed to homeowners. 
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